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Lenten Study Begins Thursday, March 17. 

There May Be Separate  

In-Person & Zoom Classes 
  

  There will be a 3 week Lenten Study focusing on grace on Thursday March 17, 24 and 31. 
There will definitely be an in-person class from 10:30 am to 12 noon in the Fellowship Hall (not Dodrill 
Hall). In addition, there may also be a separate zoom class at 7:30 pm in the evening. If you are 
interested in the zoom class, please contact Pastor Richard ASAP at pastorrichard@smumchh.org 
 The United Methodist movement has a powerful, distinctive emphasis on grace and how it 
shapes and guides us in living a rich, full Christian life. Grace can be seen as God’s life-giving, life-
changing love. From a United Methodist perspective, grace is undivided but is often experienced in 3 
different ways. The Lenten Study Class spend a week focusing on each of these 3 ways: 

• March 17 – Prevenient Grace or the ways that God is at work in every human heart. 
• March 24 – Saving Grace, Justification and Assurance or the way God forgives us and 

restores us to God’s favor. 
• March 31 – Sanctifying Grace or the ways in which we are invited to grow so that all that we 

say, think, and/or do is guided by love. 
 There is no book for the Lenten Study. But each week there will be a brief study guide. It will 
be available in the Sanctuary the Sunday before each class. Or, you can have it e-mailed to you each 
week by contacting the church office by e-mail office@smumchh.org or phone (626) 261-1428. 
 

Special UMCOR Offering 

to Help the People of Ukraine 
 
St. Matthew’s is taking up a special UMCOR Offering for 

humanitarian relief efforts that are under way as a result of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. The funds will enable United Methodists and 
mission partners to provide support in Ukraine and in neighboring 
countries welcoming those fleeing the violence.  

Because the United Methodist Church has congregations all 
around the globe, some of the UMCOR’s relief work is being carried out by local United Methodist 
Churches in European countries that border Ukraine. For example, in Romania the Cluj-Napoca 
United Methodist Church is using its community center, a former hotel, to host “guests” who had to 
flee Ukraine. 

To give, make your check out to St. Matthew’s and mark your offering “Ukraine.” As always 
thanks to UMCOR Sunday, 100% of what people give will go to help the people of Ukraine. 

mailto:office@smumchh.org


  UMCOR Sunday, March 27 

 This year UMCOR Sunday is March 27. There will be 
an UMCOR Sunday offering. This offering both allows 
UMCOR to respond quickly whenever disaster strikes and 
provides for UMCOR’s “costs of doing business” 
throughout the year. Because of UMCOR Sunday, 
UMCOR already has funds on hand so it does not need to 

wait until money from a special offering arrives before it can 
provide help. And, because of UMCOR Sunday takes can of all of UMCOR’s operating expenses, 
whenever St. Matthew’s takes up a special offering – such as to help the victims of a disaster or for 
Ukrainian relief work – the entire special offering goes to help the people in need. 
 The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the humanitarian relief and 
development agency of the United Methodist Church. To realize its mission, UMCOR is organized 
into program areas focused on: 
 • U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery 
 • International Disaster Response and Recovery 
 • Sustainable Development 
 • Global Health 
 • Global Migration 
UMCOR doesn’t just respond to the emergency for the short term. Working with local organizations, 
churches in the community and United Methodist volunteers, UMCOR builds relationships and helps 
communities rebuild for many years following a disaster. 
 Helping people in their darkest days doesn't have to be something someone else does. It can 
be something we all do. Join with United Methodists around the globe to share compassionate relief 
in the midst of devastation and make a difference on UMCOR Sunday. On March 27th, there will be 
special offering envelopes or you can mark your gift “UMCOR Sunday.” 

 

Please RSVP for Pastor Richard’s 

Retirement Gathering on May 14 
  
 Thank you to everyone who has already 
RSVPed about coming to Pastor Richard’s 
Retirement/40 Years of Ministry Celebration on May 14. There are several ways to RSVP: 

• You can call or e-mail Sheila Crain that you are coming. Please call her at home (626) 330-
3405 or send her an e-mail at scrainx4@aol.com 

• If you have gotten an e-mail with an Evite, please respond to the Evite. If you have e-mail and 
cannot find your Evite, contact Sheila Crain so you can be sent another one. 

• Go to Evite and RSVP at http://evite.me/D31T286JQu 
 The celebration of Pastor Richard’s Retirement and 40 years of Ministry is from 1 pm to 4:30 
pm on Saturday, May 14. There will be a brief program at 2 pm.  
 The party will be on the front lawn and in the Fellowship Hall. People may come at 1 pm or any 
time afterwards and stay for as long as they like. Chairs and tables will be arranged to encourage 
people to mingle and talk. Instead of a sit down meal, drinks and finger foods will served. 
 Pastor Richard has served 8 United Methodist Churches since he began serving as a pastor 
on July 1, 1982. So in addition to folks from St. Matthew’s, other people may be coming who have 
been connected with his ministry over the years. It would be very helpful to those who are planning if 
everyone can RSVP. 
 If you would like to help, contact Diane Hernandez, chair the planning team. Then, watch the 
ParishScope, announcements and emails for further information. 



 

Stewardship Is . . . . 
 

Steardship – Its Not About The Money  

 This year we are going to try and look at 
Stewardship in a new way. We will remember the 
legacy of those who came before us and that we, 
too, will leave a legacy for the future. We are placeholders and caretakers of God’s energy. We will 
leave things better than we found them and look at the world the way God sees it, feed the hungry, 
bind the wounds, and care for the needy through generous-hearted living.    

We spent last month reviewing the story of It's a Wonderful Life and dissecting the characters 
and relationships therein. How does this story relate to Stewardship? Who are the good stewards in 
the story, and who fails to be one? Notice that stewardship in this story has almost nothing to do with 
giving or asking for money. George Bailey never asks for money; he never even asks for help. He is 
arguably the most generous character we see, but he is not financially well off. He lives in a drafty 
run-down house that his wife pieces together as she is able. We never see Mary Bailey complain 
about anything. She is generous and kind to everyone. She does not envy those who are more 
comfortable than her family. She is joyful and gracious when others succeed. Would she lust after her 
friend's new car or feel superior because she gave the honeymoon fund to help the Building & Loan?  
I think Not. And God knows that George's discouragement is not a money problem - it would be easy 
to shower $8,000 on George, but that is not the problem. The problem is that George is discouraged.   
Despite everything he does he seems to always face a wall of problems. Like Job, his generosity, 
kindness, selflessness and sacrifice does not mean tomorrow will not contain a new challenge. 

 
The story is actually not about money, but about how people in a community relate to, 

acknowledge, and care for one another. Money is the tool used to create tension in the plot, but the 
theme of the story is about how we make a difference in one another’s lives. 

 
So, this year we will focus on our relationships; and specifically on our ability to be in a trusting 

relationship with God, instead of on the church’s need to pay the bills. Given the last two pandemic 
years it seems timely to bless one-another's gifts and lift up one-another's needs. With the hope that 
by focusing on our trust and love for God, each other and the world at large, St Matthew’s will stand 
as an exemplary Steward of God’s blessings. Throughout his teaching Jesus repeatedly reminds us 
that we need not worry, that God’s provision is sufficient. His Stewards in the New Testament 
(disciples and saints) continue to return us to that reality: our lives have meaning not in what we have, 
but in what we do for God. 

 
- Your Finance Committee  

 
 
 

• See fun puzzle to play on next page (page 4) along with the Income and Expenses Report   
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Women’s Retreat Postponed  
 

 The Women’s Retreat Committee Members 

have regretfully decided to postpone the Women’s 

Retreat in April until a date to be determined in 

2023. This was a difficult decision, but we felt with 

Covid just beginning to let up it is for the benefit of all to keep everyone safe.  

 For the positive news, we are hoping to have a one day fun day/retreat sometime in the near 

future, date to be determined. Be looking for more information coming soon ... 

- Chris Gallagher  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Birthdays And Wedding Anniversaries  

    

March 3  Patty Graves 
March 4  Jerry Casterline 
March 6  Clarice Bongolan 
March 8  Swede Rader 
March 20  Ruth Feick 
March 23  Carol Rogers 

       Morgan Matthews 
                                                               Daniel Gonzalez 
    March 25  Judy Menefee 
    March 26  Brad Hernandez 
       Rick Messner  
    March 28  Jack Weatherford 

March 31  Dolores Gonzalez-Hayes 
   Steve Straub 

 
March Wedding Anniversaries  

 
March 8          John and Ester Elliott  
   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

WE CONTINUE TO GET TOGETHER . . . 
WE CONTINUE TO GET TOGETHER . . . 

 
 

THE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS meets Sunday mornings at 8:30 am via Zoom.   

       If you are coming by phone   If you are coming by computer 
   Dial: 1-669-900-6833   Go to https://zoom.us/join  
   Meeting ID: 832 3700 6446#  Meeting ID: 832 3700 6446  
   If asked for a second ID: #   Password: 778913  
   Password: 778913# 
  
 

THE SHALOM GROUP meets In-person in the Church Office, beginning at 10:00 a.m. each 

Monday morning. Call Sharon Kline for more information.    
 

WOMEN'S BREAKFAST gets together by Zoom at 8:30 am each Wednesday. Any questions, 

please contact Chris Gallagher.  
  If you are coming by phone                 If you are coming by computer, tablet 
   Dial: 1-669-900-6833                             Go to https://zoom.us/join 
              Meeting ID: 638 574 0531#                Meeting ID: 638 574 0531 
              If asked for a second ID: #   Password: 118405   
              Password: 118405#                              
     

THE MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets each Thursday morning at 8:00 am at IHOP. 

Phone David Crain for further details   
 

The first Thursday of each month OUR LADIES GET TOGETHER IN-PERSON FOR 
LUNCH AT CASA BLANCA. We meet for lunch starting at 11:30 am.  

 

THE BOOK CLUB meets the third Thursday of each month. We meet in the Church 

Library/Office beginning at 12:30 pm.  
 

TOP OF THE HILL meets via Zoom the second Monday of each month at Noon. To join via 

zoom, please click on the following link. Our topics are different each meeting and a lot of fun for 
all.  Please join us. 
  If you are coming by phone                 If you are coming by computer, tablet 
   Dial: 1-669-900-6833                             Go to https://zoom.us/join 
              Meeting ID: 852 1223 1333#                Meeting ID: 852 1223 1333 
              If asked for a second ID: #   Password: 1757621  
              Password: 757621#                              
 

NAOMI CIRCLE meets on the third Wednesday of each month. We meet at 1:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. Call Dorothy Persinger for more information. New members will be welcomed!  
 

https://zoom.us/join
https://zoom.us/join
https://zoom.us/join


 

     St. Matthews United Methodist Church 

     15653 E. Newton Street 

     Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   ST. MATTHEW’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

   15653 E. Newton Street, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 

  Phone:  626-333-6656       Email:  office@smumchh.org 

      Rev. Richard Bentley, Pastor        Louise Green, Office Administrator    

                 Elaine Ono, Director of Music       Elias Robles, Video Producer 

       Greg Gomez, Custodian          

 

 


